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B. Forward-Looking Opportunities in Cultural Finance

The next phase of cultural finance in the region is likely to be shaped by emerging models that are still evolving and
gradually gaining traction. Among the most promising areas are:

Diaspora-backed investment platforms Revenue-based financing for creative SMEs

Creative districts and cultural

@ IP-backed funds for content industries
real-estate models

While these models are not yet fully developed at scale across the region, they reflect a broader shift towards more
structured, sustainable financing approaches—moving beyond one-off support toward mechanisms that are better
aligned with cash flows, assets, and long-term value creation.

( )
A notable regional development is the growing Egypt—Saudi film \\ Industry data from 2025
corridor. Industry data from 2025 indicates that 33 Egyptian films were
screened in Saudi Arabia in 2024, generating approximately $53
million—significantly exceeding their domestic box office performance. films were screened in Saudi
Saudi Arabia has thus emerged as a key export market for Egyptian Arabia in 2024, generating
cinema. Over time, such dynamics could provide a foundation for more
formalized collaboration, including co-financing arrangements, rights

indicates that 33 Egyptian

approximately $53

management platforms, and regional investment frameworks that million—significantly exceed-
further support the sector’s growth. ing their domestic box office
performance.

C. Strategic Implications - What the Shift Means for Governments,
Investors, and Creative Enterprises

For governments, the evolving landscape suggests a continued shift in the role of the state—from primarily a direct
funder toward a broader ecosystem enabler. This does not imply a reduction in public support, but rather a more
strategic deployment of public resources and institutional capacity to:

Enhance regulatory clarity Improve availability of market data

Strengthen financial intermediation Streamline processes & reduce friction

Encourage greater private sector participation where appropriate
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Public funding will remain important, with increasing emphasis on its role in shaping and supporting market develop-
ment over the long term.

For private investors, there is an opportunity to further position culture as an emerging investment domain alongside
its traditional role in sponsorship and corporate social responsibility. This may require the gradual development of
more tailored investment approaches, including longer-term perspectives and a deeper understanding of value
creation in intellectual property-driven and audience-based sectors. As the ecosystem matures, creative industries
may present a wider range of commercially viable opportunities across enterprises, platforms, and content ecosys-
tems.

For creative enterprises, these shifts also highlight the importance of continued development at the firm level.
Improved access to finance is often supported by:

1 Stronger levels of formalization

2 Clear and sustainable business models

3 Enhanced financial and managerial capabilities
4

More structured approaches to intellectual property and distribution rights

In this context, strengthening enterprise readiness will be an important complement to evolving financing
mechanisms, helping ensure that creative businesses are well-positioned to access and effectively utilize available
capital.

The future of cultural finance lies in moving beyond the
traditional divide between public support and private
investment toward more integrated, hybrid models. As the
sector’'s economic role expands, financing approaches
must evolve to support not only cultural production, but

also scalability, monetization, and long-term value
creation.

Ultimately, the shift is not about funding culture different-
ly, but about positioning it as an investable sector. This will
depend on the ability of governments, investors, and
creative enterprises to collectively strengthen the frame-
works, tools, and capabilities that enable cultural value to
translate into sustainable economic
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